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The road not taken. (A) The federal research funding pyramid. Only 
a minuscule fraction of US high school graduates are destined to 
become recipients of federal research funding. (B) Distribution of bac-
calaureate recipients in science and engineering by ultimate educa-
tional degree attained (2).
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strengthen secondary education. Such an initiative, while invaluable, 
is only part of the answer. Here are a few additional suggestions.

























































































Age distribution of NIH grant recipients. Data from the years 1992 
and 2001 are compared (4). A decline in funding for investigators in 
their 30s is explained by a reciprocal rise in funding for those aged 
50 and above.
Figure 2
Distribution of Nobel laureates according to age at the time of their key 
scientific achievements (3). Values are approximate.
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— gene knockdown and the Nobel Prize. N. Engl. J. 
Med. 355: 2391–2393.
